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Kent F. Frates is an

Oklahoma City attorney
who has practiced law in
Oklahoma since 1964. He
served in the Oklahoma
House of Representatives
from 1970 to 1978, and was
Minority Leader from 1976
to 1978. He has authored a
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novel, Don’t Never Shoot
film Cockfight; a poetry book,
The Captain and His Crew;
and a hiking guide, Oklahoma Hiking Trails. His historical articles
have appeared in Oklahoma Today, winning awards from the
Oklahoma Society of Professional Journalists and the International
Regional Magazine Association. Frates was the editor and publisher
of Sports Source, a statewide publication covering individual sports,
and now publishes and edits the political newsletter Common Sense.

David G. Fitzgerald began
his career as an artist and

illustrator, and today, after
forty years as a professional
photographer, his creative
perception has remained
a continual influence.
As founder of David G.
Fitzgerald & Associates Inc.,
a commercial photography
studio, David has created
countless images seen in the
advertisements of national and international clients.
He has published twelve coffee-table books featuring his
photography: Oklahoma; Ozarks; Israel; Mansion Fare; Oklahoma
II; Portrait of the Ozarks; Oklahoma Crossroads; and Bison: Monarch
of the Plains, which won the Oklahoma Book Award for 1999;
Oklahoma III; Cherokee Nation: A Portrait of a People; Chickasaw:
Unconquered and Unconquerable; and Chickasaw Renaissance.
Other projects have included Dancers of Red Earth, and
his documentary of the Benedictine monks at St. Gregory’s
monastery. Fitzgerald’s works have been shown at the Smithsonian
Institution and the Oklahoma Historical Society, are in the State
Arts Collection, and are part of the permanent collections at the
University of Oklahoma Museum of Art and the University of
In 2005, he was inducted into the Oklahoma Journalism Hall of
Fame and in 2010, received the Arrell Gibson Lifetime Achievement
Award from the Oklahoma Center for the Book.
Jacket design: Elizabeth Watson
Courthouse Legends LLC
Front jacket photo: The dome in the Carter County Courthouse, Ardmore.
Back jacket photo: A statute of Chief Lone Wolf carved by chainsaw sculptor
Clayton Coss stands in front of the Kiowa County Courthouse, Hobart.
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the role Oklahoma’s courthouses played in the state’s illustrious
past. In words and pictures, Oklahoma Courthouse Legends tells
stories that are handed down and sometimes embellished around
Oklahoma’s courthouses. Award-winning photographer David G.
Fitzgerald and author Kent F. Frates have collaborated to populate
the book with a rich historical cast of fearless lawmen, ferocious
prosecutors, clever lawyers, noted judges, evil criminals, and
noteworthy politicians. Marshal Bill Tilghman,
“Machine Gun” Kelly, “Pretty Boy” Floyd, Temple
Houston, and Belle Starr are just some of those
chronicled in the book. Similarly, many of the
dedicated county officers and employees who do
the work of county government are colorfully portrayed. You
will also get a glimpse of the trial of Governor David Hall, the
integration of Oklahoma University Law School, the capture of
Timothy McVeigh, and U.S. Supreme Court Justice Thurgood
Marshall’s court appearances in the Sooner State.
Fitzgerald’s photographs capture the distinctive appearance
and character of each of Oklahoma’s seventy-seven county
courthouses and four federal courthouses. The stunning
photography and lively storytelling make for a book you will want
to keep on your coffee table and visit often.
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